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Sulphur application essential to avoid nutrient 

deficiency this spring 
 
 
 
Farmers should be applying sulphur as part of a comprehensive spring nutrition 
programme to boost potentially depleted soil sulphur reserves following the wet 
weather.   

Sulphur is a highly mobile nutrient, and farmers should assess soil requirements to 

correct nutrient deficiencies as sulphur plays a key role in nitrogen conversion and supports 

crop quality throughout the growing season. Lower sulphur levels mean the availability of 

other nutrients is reduced, as Guillaume Franklin, nutrition agronomist at Origin Fertilisers, 

explains. 

“Sulphur is an essential nutrient for protein formation and improves nitrogen 

utilisation. However, due to its negative charge, it doesn’t bind to clay particles in the soil and 

is highly mobile, so the wet weather this winter will have depleted reserves. Now is the time 

for farmers to assess how they will supply the crop with its sulphur requirements this 

season.” 

Most farmers will be familiar with applying nitrogen sulphur fertilisers at regular times 

throughout the season to maintain nutrient availability to the plant. However, if farmers have 

already secured straight nitrogen supplies for the season, there is another option to provide 

the crop with immediate and sustained sulphur release.  

“Polysulphate is a multi-nutrient fertiliser and is rich in sulphur, potash, calcium and 

magnesium,” continues Guillaume. “It is mined in the UK and has a very low carbon footprint 

compared with other sulphur products. It’s fully soluble and all the nutrients are fully 

available to the plant.” 

Farmers shouldn’t forget that although Polysulphate has a release pattern extending 

to 55-days, it does offer the crop a sulphur supply immediately following application. The four 

nutrients start to dissolve after spreading and, even though they are available for a longer 

period, crops can access the nutrition straight away, helping to increase nitrogen use 

efficiency and support early growth stages.  



Guillaume says that Polysulphate offers farmers an alternative to sulphur applications 

this spring. “We’ve found Polysulphate offers a very different release profile than other 

commonly used forms of sulphur, and one that better matches the growth of the crop, which 

is one of the main reasons we are seeing such significant benefits in grassland.” 
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Image: Sulphur application 
Caption: Polysulphate application this spring can supply crops with a controlled release 
multi-nutrient fertiliser 
 

 
 
Image: Guillaume Franklin, nutrition agronomist, Origin Fertilisers  
Caption: Polysulphate offers a very different release profile than other forms of sulphur, and 
one that better matches the growth of grass, says Guillaume 



 
 
Notes to editors: 

• Origin Fertilisers is a national manufacturer and distributor of fertiliser with 12 production 
facilities across Great Britain and headquarters in Royston, Hertfordshire. 

• Origin has over 17,000 products to help arable and grassland farmers make better use of 
fertiliser – both financially and environmentally – by using targeted prescription fertilisers to 
improve soil fertility and crop productivity. Targeted nutrition (with a known carbon footprint) 
can have a significant impact on helping farming reach sustainability goals.  

• A team of regional in-house nutrition agronomists offer practical advice to growers on ways to 
improve their crop nutrition and fertiliser usage. 
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